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PRESS RELEASE

Build Europe fully supports the Commission’s European Green Deal

16 December 2019

BRUSSELS, 16 December 2019 — The publication of the European Green Deal by the European
Commission marks an important moment for the future of the European Union. Build Europe,
the leading pan-European association representing real estate professionals in Europe, fully
support the goals set out in the newly released Communication and will gladly work together
with the European Commission’s services to ensure a correct implementation of the proposed

measures.

Build Europe’s President, Marc Pigeon, said: “The Commission rightfully pointed out that
buildings account for 40% of energy consumed in Europe, but also that the annual renovation
rate of the building stock is as low as 0.4%. The secondary market in Europe is ageing and in
dire need of renovation. Those dwellings do not respect the most recent standards set out
by the European Union and are problematic in terms of energy-efficiency, but also generates

excessive costs, which often penalise the most fragile households.”

For Filiep Loosveldt, Managing Director of Build Europe: “The announced renovation wave
proves that the Commission is willing to shift its focus from new to old buildings. This is the
right move, because new buildings are already held up to the highest standards, while old
buildings should be renovated to improve their energy-efficiency and to respond to today’s
environmental challenges and citizens’ expectations. We cannot let people live in older,

inefficient and sometimes unsecure dwellings.”

Marc Pigeon concludes: “Improving renovation standards for old buildings is in line with our
Manifesto, and we are grateful to see the Commission recognises the value of what has been
expressed by our Members. The companies and SMEs we are representing are glad to see
that the European Commission is taking into account the full impact of the secondary market
on climate change. Also, if we are given the means, our professions are ready to engage in
the renovation of buildings to bring them to performance levels similar to those of new

buildings, both for residential buildings and for offices. We are looking forward to working
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together with the Commission’s services in moving further its goals and ambitions to tackle

climate change.”
- End -
Note to Editors:

Build Europe is the umbrella organisation for European Union Member States’ national
federations of developers and house builders, representing more than 30,000 developers and
house builders affiliated to the federations of 11 States. Build Europe’s main objective above
all to meet the social and environmental aspirations of European citizens. Build Europe works
with its Members to promote practical deliverable policy approaches to build more, with

better quality and at an affordable price.
Its Members includes:

e Belgium: Union Professionnelle du Secteur Immobilier - Beroepsvereniging van de
Vastgoedsector (UPSI-BVS);

e France: Fédération Promoteurs Immobiliers (FPI);

e France: Union Nationale des Aménageurs (UNAM);

e France: Les Constructeurs-Aménageurs de la Fédération Frangaise du Batiment (LCA-
FFB);

e Germany: Bundesverband Freier Immobilien-und Wohnungsunternehmen (BFW);

e |reland: Irish Home Builders Association (IHBA);

e Luxembourg: Chambre Immobiliere du Grand-Duché du Luxembourg (CIDGL)

e Malta: Malta Developers Association (MDA);

e Norway: Boligprodusentenes Forening (NHBA);

e Poland: Polski Zwiazek Firm Deweloperskich (PZFD);

e Romania: Patronatul Societatilordin Constructii (PSC);

e Spain: Developer and House Builders Association of Zaragoza (ACPZ);

e United Kingdom: Home Builders Federation (HBF), National House Building Council
(NHBC).

Contact:

Build Europe — Square de Mee(s 35 — 1000 Brussels (info@buildeurope.net)

e Federico Nahuel Lazzari: federico.lazzari@acuitascomms.com, +32 2 893 9726
e Thomas Tessier: thomas.tessier@acuitascomms.com, +32 2 893 9765
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